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Leg Abrahams Encour-
ages Residents to Attend 
Free Attorney Led Mort-
gage Foreclosure Clinic 
 
   Nassau County Legislator Kevan 
Abrahams (D-Hempstead) encourages 
residents to attend the free attorney led 
mortgage foreclosure clinic sponsored 
by the Nassau County Bar Association 
on Tuesday, July 14, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at NCBA headquarters, 15th and West 
Streets in Mineola. Attorneys will be 
providing one-on-one guidance, direc-
tion, and advice to any resident con-
cerned about foreclosure or already in 
the foreclosure process involving prop-
erty in Nassau County. 
   “This clinic is free and can really be 
of help to people worried about losing 
their homes,” Legislator Abrahams 
said. “The lawyers will help people 
find the best way possible to deal with 
their individual foreclosure problems 
and they’ll refer them to agencies and 
programs too. Housing counselors 
from the 
N a s s a u 
C o u n t y 
H o m e -
ownership 
Center and 
representa-
tives from 
N a s s a u /
S u f f o l k 
Law Ser-
vices will 
also be 
there.  
You may qualify for free legal services 
if you meet the income guidelines.” 
   Reservations are required and can be 
made by calling the Bar Association at 
(516) 747-4070 between 9:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. 
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   Former County Executive Tom 
Gullotta first officiated the ribbon 
cutting for Shoppers Village in 1981. 
The West Hempstead indoor market-
place would then become Long Is-
land’s favorite shopping center 

where families hung out and bar-
gained for prices of goods and ser-
vices. 
   But the mini-shopping mall closed 
its doors in 1995, and in its place, the 

Pic/Jonathan Ortiz 

Management, vendors, and spectators at ribbon cutting ceremony June 26. 

Legislator Abrahams 
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��������his week, we turn our atten-
tion to the passing of  Michael Jack-
son. 
   Iconic. Misunderstood. Legendary. 
Dreamer. Dreamer maker. Role 
model. Philanthropist. Uniter. Magical 
man. Talented!  Graceful. Profes-
sional.  Dedicated. 
   All of the above describes Michael 
Jackson, who on June 25, 2009, took 
his last breath at  UCLA Medical Cen-
ter after going into brief yet fatal car-
diac arrest.   
   Michael Jackson was only 50 years 
old and just in the prime of his life. 
   Oh, death.  No one can question you. 
Sometimes you come at inopportune 
times, and you take away loved ones. 
You took our Michael, the most illus-
trious of human beings to live on this 
earth. 
   Alive, Michael Jackson  impacted 
the world—North America to South 
America—Europe to Africa—Asia to 
Antarctica. 
   Michael was every child’s dream.  
Every child, every artist  interested in 
music strived to be like Michael. 
   Singer Beyonce’s right when she 
noted in her tribute to the Gloved One 
that: "This is such a tragic loss and a 
terrible day.  The incomparable Mi-
chael Jackson has made a bigger im-
pact on music than any other artist in 
the history of music.  He was magic.  

He was what we all strive to be.  He 
will always be the king of pop!  Life is 
not about how many breaths you take, 
but about how many moments in life 
that take your breath away.  For any-
one who has ever seen, felt, or heard 
his art,  we are all honored to have 
been alive in this generation to experi-
ence the magic of Michael Jackson."  
   Michael left great footprints! 
   What child has never heard Michael 
perform?  What child has never seen 
Michael in his art form, singing and 
dancing his signature songs like Off 
The Wall, Thriller and Bad? 
   This writer was fortunate to have 
watched Michael perform in the WIZ 
at Radio City Music Hall in 1979.  
Thereafter, I would follow his career.  
I was inspired by everything he did.  I 
bought and danced to his music.   
I glued myself to the TV whenever 
Michael was on performing.  
   Michael Jackson was a great human 
being.  A people person, he opened 
doors of opportunity for others.   
   The singer Usher rightly put it when 
he said: “Michael was great enter-
tainer who in so many ways  tran-
scended the culture. He broke bar-
riers, he changed radio formats! 
With music, he made it possible for 
people like Oprah Winfrey and 
Barack Obama to impact the main-
stream world. His legacy is unpar-
alleled.” 
   The indomitable Quincy Jones said 
of Michael: “He was the consummate 

entertainer and his contributions and 
legacy will be felt upon the world for-
ever. I've lost my little brother today 
and part of my soul has gone with 
him."  
   Indeed, Michael was. He challenged 
us to look in the mirror, take a look at 
ourselves and change what we could 
change if we felt a change was neces-
sary.  Michael lived truly.  He changed 
what he didn’t like about the world.  
He was not one to sit around criticiz-
ing.  He fought to effect change, and 
change did he bring.  
   Thank you, Michael, for inspiring 
us.  Thank you for instilling in us a 
love for one another.  Thank you, 
Glove One, for your grace.  Life is 
short, but art is long.  We will forever  
remember your work of art and will 
forever be thankful for what you have 
left us. 
    
Elseah Chea, Publisher 
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This on my Mind—Farewell, Mike! 

People on the Move 
Philip Andrews was re-
cently elected President of 
the 100 Black Men Asso-
ciation of Long Island. 
   Prior to his rise as head of 
100 Black Men of Long 
Island, Mr. Andrews served 
as a member of the Board 
of Directors for decades.  
  A notable networker, An-
drews  is the President/CEO 
of  Power Networking 
Business Series.  He holds 
networking events monthly 
at various venues around 
the city and Long Island.   

 
 

_______ 
 

Freeport resident Kingsley 
L. Sinclair  recently  
celebrated his 20th anniver-
sary with Cablevision.  In 

his current capacity as the 
Optimum Store Coordinator 
in Lynbrook, he is responsi-
ble for meeting the needs of 
Cablevision customers, as 
well as educating them 
about Cablevision products 
and services.  He began his 
career at Cablevision as a 
Customer Service Coordi-
nator. 

   _________ 
 
Congratulations to Caludia 
Swansey of Freeport.   
Ms. Swansey was elected 
president of Freeport/
Roosevelt NAACP. With 

her election, Ms. Swansey 
replaces Mr. doug Mayers, 
who has vacated the presi-
dency to run for council on 
the Town of Hempstead 
Board.  Claudia was offi-
cially sworn in on July 8, 
2009.  

Philip Andrews 

Claudia Swansey 

Hempstead/Uniondale Times Charity Drive for  
Africa—Donate used shoes/sneakers/backpacks/

ladies' handbags. 
For details, call (516) 292-1263  



Town Board Declare 
Lighthouse Environ-
mental Report “Ready 
for Public Review,” 
Calls for August 4th 
Public Hearing 
 
   Hempstead Town Supervisor Kate 
Murray and the Town Board de-
clared that a state-mandated environ-
mental report by the developers of 
the Lighthouse Project is “ready for 
public review” at its July 7th meet-
ing. Murray and the board also called 
an August 4th public hearing on the 
environmental issues surrounding the 
proposal to refurbish the Nassau Vet-
erans Memorial Coliseum and de-
velop the 150 acres surrounding the 
arena. 
   “Hempstead Town has worked 
tirelessly to move the state-mandated 
environmental review process for-
ward in record time,” stated Murray. 
“This action is significant because it 
marks the start of the public com-
ment period and allows for a public 
hearing on environmental issues as-
sociated with the project, ” Ms. 
Murray. 

   Hempstead Town Supervisor Kate 
Murray recently participated in New 
York Institute of Technology’s 4th 
Annual Energy Conference held at 
NYIT’s de Seversky Center.  Super-
visor Murray served on the panel 
discussion on “Green Energy Pro-
grams from the Municipal Perspec-
tive.” The Town of Hempstead is 
leading the way in green energy ini-
tiatives including having Long Is-
land’s first fully solar powered mu-

nicipal building and Long Island’s 
first renewable learning center where 
solar educational seminars teach 
residents about solar energy and how 
they can go solar at home.  Supervi-
sor Murray discussed Hempstead 
Town’s Energy Park, including the 
solar house procured from NYIT, 
solar and wind-powered shellfish 
nursery and Long Island’s first hy-
drogen fueling station. 

 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, COUNTY of  
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Second Squad detectives report the 
details of an arrest of a Hicksville 
woman on charges of Grand Larceny 
and Petit Larceny. She is identified as 
Nicole Medina,21, of 14 Lee Place and 
was arrested by Second Precinct Police 
Officers at Target Stores at 7:20 PM, 
7/5/09. 
According to detectives, the defendant 
is charged with stealing a woman’s 
pocketbook from a shopping cart inside 
the Target Store located in the Broad-
way Mall. Once she took the pocket-
book, she took it home to take cash and 
then discarded it. Police report that the 
defendant has done this four other times 
during the month of June. When Medina 
entered Target on 7/5/09, store security 
notified the Second Precinct who made 
the arrest. Medina will be arraigned in 
First District Court on three charges of 
Grand Larceny and one count of Petit 
Larceny. Details By: Det. Rubino/2nd 
Squad 7/6/09      0100/6087 
  
Fifth Squad detectives report the details 
of an assault occurring in Valley Stream 
on 7/5/09 at 12:15 AM. 
According to detectives, a thirty year 
old Valley Stream was assaulted by a 
group of twelve to fifteen men after a 
verbal confrontation on Broadway in 
Valley Stream. The victim stated he was 
beaten around the head, face and chest 
and did not seek medical attention 
shortly after the assault. However, the 
victim sought medical treatment later in 
the afternoon and was admitted to South 
Nassau Community Hospital. He is cur-
rently listed in critical condition with a 
fractured orbit and a concussion. The 
assailants were described as male 
blacks, all 15 to 17 years of age. Police 
ask anyone with information to contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-244-TIPS. All 
callers will remain anonymous. Details 
By: Det. Young/5th Squad 7/6/09 -
0015/6087 
  
Fifth Squad detectives report the details 
of a robbery occurring in Lakeview at 
7:10 PM, 7/5/09. 
According to detectives, four male vic-
tims were robbed at gunpoint by an un-
known male at the Harold Walker Me-
morial Park located at 1085 Woodfield 
Road. After taking the victims’ prop-
erty, the assailant fled on foot through 
the park. There were no injuries and the 
subject was described by the victims as 
being a male black, 6’ 1” tall wearing a 
white tank top shirt, light blue jeans 
and a dark baseball hat. Police ask 
anyone with information to contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-244-TIPS. 
All callers will remain anonymous. 
  
Details By: Det. Gaertner/5th Squad           
7/6/09       0030/6087 
  
 

NewsBriefs 

Pic’d L-R: Greg Banhazl, NYIT Director of Business Development; Gary Krieger, National 
Grid Senior Program Manager; Walter Hoefer, LIPA Director of Municipal and School Pro-
grams; Supervisor Murray; and Dorian Dale, Executive Director of The Babylon Project.  

Hempstead Town Supervisor Kate Murray Par-
ticipates in Energy Conference 

    
   Hanover Community Bank Presi-
dent and CEO James Jacovatos and 
his wife, Imelda Jacovatos, were hon-
ored by The Nassau County Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence at its An-
nual Spring Gala held at the Garden 
city Hotel on June 29, 2009.     
   “First and foremost, Hanover Com-
munity Bank is a community bank, 
seeking to assist local community 
members in every way it can,” stated 
James Jacovatos, President and CEO, 
Hanover Community Bank. “The 
Nassau County Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence tirelessly works to 
provide comprehensive services for 
local adults and child victims of do-
mestic violence as well as to educate 
the community, schools and law en-
forcement professionals about the 
issue of domestic violence.  We are 
privileged to be able to assist them.”          
   The Gala which raised almost 
$200,000 for the Coalition, was at-
tended by more than 300 guests, the 
Coalition’s largest turnout ever, de-
spite Long Island’s suffering econ-
omy.  “We are quite pleased with the 
results,” said Sandy Oliva, Executive 
Director, The Nassau County Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence.  
“Domestic Violence continues to 
plague Long Island families.  It’s vital 
that we continue to reach out to the 
community to help keep the residents 
of Nassau County safe.”   

   Stephen W. Schlissel, Esq., one of 
Long Island’s leading matrimonial 
attorneys and partner in Schlissel, 
Ostrow, Karabatos, PLLC was also 
honored.   
   Moving forward, Hanover Commu-
nity Bank, which opened its first 
branch in Garden City Park this past 
January, will continue to work closely 
with the Coalition to help reinforce its 
efforts.  Hanover Community Bank is 
the first bank of its kind on Long Is-
land to offer “dialogue banking” to 
customers, with no tellers, no lines, 
no cash drawers and no barriers.  
Hanover Community Bankers instead 
work intimately and directly with cus-

tomers to take care of all of their 
banking needs. 
   Founded by James Jacovatos, Presi-
dent and CEO, Robert Long, Execu-
tive Vice President and Mathew 
Mathai, Executive Vice President, 
Hanover Community Bank offers a 
full array of financial products and 
highly personalized services.    
   Hanover Community Bank is lo-
cated at 2131 Jericho Turnpike in 
Garden City Park, Long Island, New 
York.  The direct dial is 516/248-
4868; online go to 
www.hanovercommunitybank.com 
 
 

 

Hanover Community Bank President and CEO James Jacovatos, Wife, 
Honored By Nassau County Coalition Against Domestic Violence 



     Who can forget those 
chilling words from Don 
Siegel’s original 1956 psy-
chological science fiction 
thriller “Invasion of the 
Body Snatchers?” The set-
ting of the movie is the fic-

tional city El Mira. The 
opening scene is of the main 
character, Myles (Kevin 
McCarthy), in a panic being 
restrained by police in a hos-
pital as he pleads with the 

resident physician, “Make 
them listen to me before it’s 
too late?” 
   The thriller is laden 
throughout with chilling 
phrases like, “You’re forget-
ting something Myles; you 
have no choice!” 
   This movie is believed to 
be Siegel’s warnings about 
the hysteria of the McCarthy 
era when people were being 
blacklisted (crucified, terror-
ized) as communist sympa-
thizers. 
   In hind sight, the phrases 
chosen to promote the movie 
were very prophetic. 
“Psychological testing, the 
nightmare that threatens the 
world.”  And “…the uni-
maginable becomes real, the 
impossible becomes true.” 
   Fast forward to today. For 
years now my brother Keith 
and I have been warning 
friends of the day when su-

permarkets and large retail 
stores would be self-service 
only, and to forget relying 
on directions at the toll 
booths because they’ll be 
unmanned. 
   The “psychological test-
ing” started slowly. At first 
we were offered easy passes 
to save precious time at the 
tolls. Then we were asked to 
choose between bagging and 
not bagging our own to save 
us precious time at the su-
permarkets. Then we were 
offered express lines if you 
have 12 items or less to save 
us precious time. Then the 
big box stores arrived. With 
them we don’t even get a 
choice of bags. 
   I was in a supermarket last 
week and I was told it was 
no longer a choice, I HAD to 
ring my own groceries be-
cause they no longer employ 

(remember that word) night 
cashiers. 
   Here is the chilling ques-
tion. Where are all the teen-
agers, housewives, retired 
senior citizens, etc going to 
be “employed” if all of the 
jobs are now automated? 
Who is going to supplement 
the household incomes who 
were counting on that extra, 
paycheck to get through the 
tough times or send sons/
daughters to college? 
    With the reduction of 
salaries, sick pay, vacation 
pay, unemployment benefits, 
employee shrinkage, training 
cost etc, how come the tolls, 
services, and groceries are 
not cheaper?  Shouldn’t fees 
and cost of goods be in cor-
relation with expenses? 
   The “psychological test-
ing” started slowly. At first 
we were offered easy passes 
to save us precious time at 
the tolls. Then we were 
asked to choose between 
bagging and not bagging our 

own to save us precious time 
at the supermarkets. Then 
we were offered express 
lines if you have 12 items or 
less to save us precious time. 
Then the big box stores ar-
rived. With them we don’t 
even get a choice of bags. 
   Shoppers, next time you’re 
on line, together take a 
stand, no cashier, NO PUR-
CHASE! 
   For those of you still fortu-
nate to be employed in jobs 
that are not yet automated or 
extinguished altogether, I 
will leave you parting words 
from Siegel’s thriller. 
   “They’re here already, 
YOU’RE NEXT! 

Kevin Bailey 

A Tribute to Michael 
the King of Pop as I 
knew and loved him 
 
By Kevin Bailey 
 
“ Crouch down-spin around half 
way to the right-with back turned-
stand up and kick left leg out- turn 
back around and face front- kick 
right leg out twice, hands down at 
side fingers facing down towards 
floor-kick right leg behind left two 
times-now move back and forth, 
keep feet moving- roll fists over and 
over towards front- repeat steps 
through out the song. Oh yeah, we 
GOT IT!” 
   That was me, my twin brother 
Keith, my cousin Steven at eleven 
years old and my older sister, Cor-
nelia, then two years old, trying to 
get The Jackson 5 moves right. I 
remember being upstairs in my sis-
ter Mary’s bedroom, that is where 
the music was, practicing and prac-
ticing till we had each detail of each 
step perfected. Keith and I were 
more the natural dancers.  Steve did 
his thing and Cornelia did her thing, 
but no matter what level of degree 
we got it, we loved every second of 
it and with each drop of perspira-
tion, we were one step closer to the 
Jackson’s greatness. 

   Long before Michael was Bad, 
long before he told anyone to Beat 
it, long before he or anyone was Off 
The Wall,  long before he was 
Thriller, long before he wore the 
glove, and long before he got caught 
up with some naughty gals named 
Billie Jean and Dirty Diana, he and 
his brothers were teaching the 
ABC’s and thrilling young girls 
while promising them I’ll Be There, 
telling them I want you back, re-
assuring them Daddy’s Home and 
they Never Can Say Goodbye; ask-
ing them Who’s Loving You? And 
telling them to Stop, The Love You 
Save May Be Your Own, all the 
while moving like a well oiled 
Dancing Machine. 
   Yes folks, that is the Michael that 
I choose to remember and cherish. 
That is the Michael who for years 
excited the young and old alike. 
That is the Michael who taught all 
people to love the best that they 
could. As he himself got older, he 
instructed us to look at The Man in 
the Mirror. He told us that We Are 
the World as he reminded us of our 
responsibilities to our fellow hu-
mans across the globe. 
   I am not going to speak on the 
millions upon millions that he gave 
away to charities and causes around 
the world. I am not going to speak 
on his visits to the sick and wounded 
soldiers and innocent victims over-
seas. I am not going to speak on the 

countless numbers of persons who 
found reason to want to live because 
of the love and generosity of Mi-
chael Jackson. I am not going to 
speak on the hours and hours of joy 
he brought to the hearts and souls of 
young people who were fortunate 
enough to visit his famed Neverland 
Ranch. I am not going to speak on 
his beautiful children and family 
that are left behind to mourn. I am 
not going to speak on the cloud that 
hovers over his allegations and pass-
ing. 
   My heart that mourns today does 
not have room for reason, only the 
pangs of sorrow and the relief of 
joy. 
   Quincy Jones puts it well: “He 
was the consummate entertainer. I 
lost my little brother today.” 
   The Material girl, Madonna, 
makes us to know what we have 
lost, and you don’t have to be only a 
black person to feel this loss.  
Madonna said: “I can’t stop crying.” 
   Dick Clark, who gave the Jack-
sons their start on American band 
stand noted: “…of the thousands of 
entertainers I have worked with, 
Michael was the most outstanding” 
as  reported by SHOWBIZ TO-
NIGHT on the day of Michael’s 
passing. 
   At his wake, brother Marlon told 
the story of his little brother in a 
record store hiding behind the dis-
guise of a buck toothed old beggar 
for fear of being recognized and 
hounded by media and fans. It ap-
pears as much as he adored his fans, 
he missed a normal life almost as 
much. I am sure his being a recluse 

added as much to his mystique as to 
his hurt. 
   That hurt is all gone, as he is now 
resting in peace. When the paramed-
ics tried to revive him last week, we 
are told for over an hour; they did 
not realize that he was already heav-

enly bound to teach some eager 
awaiting 11-year-old angels the 
moon walk. 
   RIP King of Pop and thanks Mi-
chael for the memories; the Bailey 
and Moore families. 
 
Note: My prayers to all the promot-
ers, stage hands, dancers, musicians, 
vendors and so on who I am certain 
were counting so much on the suc-
cessful full run of Michael’s concert 
tour. For any of you who invested 
possibly your last dime or last ounce 
of hope; don’t give up, God still has 
a plan for you. For those who may 
know one of these individuals, wrap 
your arms and hearts around them, 
they need you. Bless you. 

_____Kevin Bailey is a speaker on 
parent issues and the author of 
“Anthony Meets The Playground 
Bully” the debut book of his 
“Anthony Kid’s” series available at 
Amazon.com.  
www.anthonymeetstheplaygroundbul
ly.com   kevinbailey09@yahoo.com  
Visit him weekly on his Blogtalkra-
dio.com/Kevin-bailey-speaks and at 
twitter.com and facebook.com 

“Stop listen to me, listen to me…” 

To place an ad—display or classified, 
call (516) 292-1263 

Email: info@hutimes.com 



Madea Goes to Jail 
Film Review by Kam Williams 
 
   Tyler Perry is a master at making 
modern morality plays which ad-
dress an array of concerns of the 
African-American community. What 
makes his films feel so authentic is 
that his characters invariably reflect 
black culture in a manner which is 
instantly recognizable and thus ef-
fortlessly resonates with the audi-
ence as real. Another plus is Perry’s 
knowing how to mix-in plenty of 
comic relief without diluting the 
power of the sobering message he’s 
trying to deliver. 

   Loosely-based on the stage pro-
duction of the same name, Madea 
Goes to Jail just might be Tyler 
Perry’s best endeavor to date. The 
film stars Tyler, back in drag, as the 
sassy, pistol-packing Mable 
“Madea” Simmons, heading a tal-
ented ensemble which includes Vi-
ola Davis, Derek Luke, Ion 
Overman, Keisha Knight Pulliam 
and David and Tamela J. Mann.  
   The cast also features an incredible 
number of celebrity cameos, most 
notably, Dr. Phil, and TV Judges 
Greg Mathis and Mablean Ephriam, 
not to mention Reverend Al Sharp-
ton, comedian Steve Harvey, DJs 
Tom Joyner and Michael Baisden, 
CNN news anchor Tony Harris, and 
The View talk show hosts Whoopi 
Goldberg, Joy Behar, Sherri Shep-
herd and Elisabeth Hasselbeck. For-
tunately, balancing all the egos 
never gets in the way of making a 
hilarious flick, for the finished prod-
uct is a rollicking roller coaster that 
ought to be fun for the whole family. 
   At the point of departure, we find 
Madea in front of Judge Mablean 
who lets the hell-raising granny off 
with a slap on the wrist and a stern 
warning for leading police on a high
-speed freeway chase. Instead of 
landing behind bars, she is ordered 

to undergo treatment for anger man-
agement with Dr. Phil. While on the 
coach, she and the shrink engage in 
a hilarious exchange reminiscent of 
Abbott and Costello’s classic 
“Who’s on First?”  
   Needless to say, the therapy does-
n’t work, and Madea goes berserk 
again when a customer steals her 
parking spot at the mall. After 
wrecking the woman’s car with a 
forklift, Madea is arrested again but 
ends up this time in front of a very 
incensed Judge Mathis who decides 
to teach her a lesson with a sentence 
of 5-10 years.  
   Meanwhile, there’s a whole paral-
lel plot unfolding involving Assis-
tant District Attorney Joshua Har-
daway (Luke) who is engaged to 
Linda (Overman), a bourgie col-
league who doesn’t understand why 
he might care about rehabilitating 
Candy (Pulliam), a former girlfriend 
who has turned to streetwalking. 
With the help of a prison minister 
(Davis), Josh does his best to get his 

ex the help she needs anyway, a de-
cision which destabilizes his once 
solid relationship. Everything comes 
to a head when Madea and Candy 
cross paths in a correctional facility, 
leading to tidy resolution which not 
only ties loose ends but elicits a few 
tears.  
   Remember to stay for the closing 
credits, for some bonus badinage 
between Madea and Dr. Phil. 
 
Excellent (4 stars) 
Rated PG-13 for violence, sexual 
situations, mature themes and drug 
use.   
Running time: 103 minutes 
Studio: Lions Gate Films 
 
To see a trailer for Madea Goes to 
Jail, visit: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lxgDVVx-T7k  
 
 Or: http://www.imdb.com/title/
tt1135985/mediaindex  

 

Kam Williams 

Should you start a 
new business in this 
economy? 
 
It is no secret, we are in a recession.  
Money is scarce, and the unemploy-
ment rate is high.  If you lost your 
job you are thinking what’s next. 
You may also have a 9 to 5 job and 
always wanted to step out on faith 
to pursue a business ownership.  
Others around you might discour-
age your dream.  This is what I say 
to you, whether you start now or 
later, being an entrepreneur is a 
risk.  If you are worried about fail-
ing then being an entrepreneur is 
not for you.  Whether the economy 
is good or bad you always have to 
budget. 
   The government realizes that 
small business owners are important 
and vital to the economy.  This is 
your time to start your business, but 
pace yourself and don’t go over 
board.  If you have sat on a good 
idea, go for it.  First you must do a 
small test run, preferable home 
base. Try to find a business couch 
or someone in the same business to 
give you some tips.  Find a cus-
tomer, or at least someone inter-
ested in your service or product.  
You can find help at small business 
development center or local col-
leges to assist you with your busi-
ness development.  Make sure your 
idea offers the possibility of resid-
ual revenue and can translate into 
other products and services. 
   Sometimes the worst of times for 
others can be the best times for en-
trepreneurs.  The housing market 
has dropped leaving some mortgage 
brokers, bankers and realtors not 

making a profit.  However some of 
these entrepreneurs turned to the 
business of credit repair and loan 
modification.   If you are not finan-
cially stable or don’t have a support 
system in place, start out as a week-
end entrepreneur.  This will allow 
you to support your family while 
your business develops, plus this 
will give you an extra income. 

   So entrepreneurs keep your eyes 
open and take your ear plugs out.  
The Politician’s major issue can be 
your next big idea.  There are some 
industries that rarely shake during a 
tough economy. So be prepared to 
seize the opportunity.  As the say-
ing goes, “when life gives you 
lemon, make lemonade.” 
 
Neva Helena Alexander, MS 
Caribbean Business Network 
 
Neva Helena Alexander 
718-217-0217 
admin@caribbeanbusinessnetwo
rk.com  



About Oral Cancer  
 
   The term oral cancer includes can-
cers of the mouth and the pharynx, 
part of the throat. About two-thirds 
of oral cancers occur in the mouth 
and about one-third are found in the 
pharynx. 
   Oral cancer will be diagnosed in 
an estimated 35,000 Americans this 
year and will cause approximately 
7,500 deaths. 
   Oral cancer can spread quickly. 
On average, 60 percent of those with 
the disease will survive more than 5 
years. 
   Oral cancer most often occurs in 
people over the age of 40 and affects 

more than twice as many men as 
women. 
   Steps to reduce your risk of oral 
cancer: 
· Most oral cancer is preventable. 

75 percent of oral cancers are 
related to tobacco use, alcohol 
use, or use of both substances 
together. Using both tobacco 
and alcohol puts you at much 
greater risk than using either 
substance alone. 

· Do not use tobacco products -
cigarettes, chew or snuff, pipes 
or cigars. Tobacco in all forms 
plays a role in oral cancers. 

   If you drink alcohol, do so only in 
moderation. Excessive alcohol use 
can increase your risk of oral cancer. 

Use lip balm that contains sun-
screen. Exposure to sunlight is a risk 
factor for lip cancer. 
Eat plenty of fruits and vegetables. 
Eating lots of fruits and vegetables 
as part of a low-fat, high fiber diet 
may help reduce cancer risk. The 
National Cancer Institute suggests 
eating at least five servings of fruits 
and vegetables a day. 
   Possible Signs and Symptoms 
See a dentist or physician if any of 
the following symptoms lasts for 
more than 2 weeks. 
· A sore, irritation, lump or thick 

patch in your mouth, lip, or 
throat 

· A white or red patch in your 
mouth 

· A feeling that something is 
caught in your throat 

· Difficulty chewing or swallow-
ing 

· Difficulty moving your jaw or 
tongue 

· Numbness in your tongue other 
areas of your mouth 

· Swelling of your jaw that causes 
dentures to fit poorly or become 
uncomfortable 

· Pain in one ear without hearing 
loss 

 
Early Detection  

It is important to find oral cancer as 
early as possible when it can be 
treated more successfully. 
An oral cancer examination can de-
tect early signs of cancer. Oral can-
cer exams are painless and quick and 
take only a few minutes. 
Your regular dental check-up is an 
excellent opportunity to have the 
exam. During the exam, your dentist 
or dental hygienist will check your 
face, neck, lips, and entire mouth for 
possible signs of cancer. 
Some parts of the pharynx are not 
visible during an oral cancer exam. 
Talk to your dentist about whether a 
specialist should check your phar-
ynx. 
   Information was obtained from a 
pamphlet by the National Institute of 
Dental and Craniofacial Research 
National Oral Health Information 
Clearinghouse, Bethesda, MD 20892
-3500 301-402-7364 
www.nidcr.nih.gov  
  

By Elseah Chea 
 

   The word imperial is synonymous 
with royalty, majestic, and splendid-
ness and, Imperial Diner in Free-
port, lives up to its name, imperial! 
   A village of Freeport eatery since 
the 1970s, Imperial 
Diner is  nestled 
along Merrick Ave-
nue in Freeport, a 
village known for its 
nautical miles of fine 
restaurants. 
   The diner is 
housed in an im-
posing, yet wel-
coming glass fa-
çade accented with 
prominent blue and 
red neon lights.  
   Imperial Diner is a class-act 
diner specializing in authentic 

home-style American cuisine 
with a Mediterranean flair. 
A family-owned eatery estab-
lished, Imperial is managed by a 
brother and sister team of Steve, 
William “Billy” and Alana—
some of the nicest people you 
could ever meet.   
   Imperial’s staff is courteous.  
From the moment you enter Im-
perial Diner until the moment 
you leave, the diner’s employees 
makes it their duty and honor to 
make you as comfortable as they 
can to make your time with them 
satisfying. 
   The food.  Oh, the food! 
   Looking for a wholesome, 
belly-filling meal—be it break-

fast, lunch or 
d i n n e r —
I m p e r i a l 
Diner is a 
must-stop!  
   You can 
e n j o y  a 
B r e a k f a s t 
Buffet every 
morning be-
ginning at 
7:00 a.m., or 
order from a 

full breakfast menu serving from 
6:00 a.m. Buffet items include 
fresh pastries, scrambled eggs, 

grits, huge homemade fried po-
tato French fries and much more. 
   Dinner hours are: Monday 
through Friday 4:00 till 8:00 p.m. 
with Friday and Saturday from 
12:00 till 9:00 p.m. Imperial 

Diner also provides catering as 
well as space for parties. 
   Book your next event at Impe-
rial Diner.  Call (516) 868-0303. 
 

 



 
By Dr. Ira Gerald  

 
 

   A charter school is authorized to 
function once it has received its 
charter, a statutorily defined per-
formance contract detailing the 
school’s mission, program, goals, 
students served, methods and assess-
ment. A charter school is either an 
elementary or secondary school that 
receives public money but has been 
freed from some of the rules, regula-
tions, and statutes that apply to other 
public schools in exchange for some 
type of accountability for producing 
certain results which are set forth in 
each school’s charter.   
    While charter schools provide an 
alternative to other public schools, 
they are part of the public education 
system and are not allowed to charge 
tuition.   Where space at a charter 
school is limited, admission is fre-
quently allocated by lottery.  Some 
charter schools are founded by 
teachers, parents, or activists who 
feel restricted by traditional public 
schools.  There are two principles 
that guide charter schools.  The first 
is that they will operate as autono-
mous public schools through waivers 

from many of the procedural require-
ments of district public schools.  The 
second is that charter schools are 
accountable for student achievement.   
While this accountability is one of 
the key arguments in favor of char-
ters, evidence gathered by the United 
States Department of Education sug-
gests that charter schools are not, in 
practice, held to higher standards of 
accountability than traditional public 
schools.   In this article, I want to 
consider three fundamental questions 
that are critical for our comparison 
and contrast of the two educational 
institutions:  1. Are charter schools 
better than public schools? 2. What 
do we do about the many budget cuts 
and teacher cuts that we have to 
face? 3. What can we do to become 
more competitive and continue the 
excellent jobs that we are doing to 
educate every child in spite of his or 
her level of preparedness or school 
readiness? 
   Many charter schools are more 
flexible than public schools, and this 
flexibility allows them to better meet 
the needs of the parents.  Some of 
those needs which are created 
largely by our economy might be an 
earlier starting time, a longer school 
day, school on Saturday, school in 

July, and after-school programs.  
According to an article by Caroline 
M. Hoxby and Sonali Murarka enti-
tled New York City Charter Schools; 
How Well are They Teaching Their 
Students? (2008).  91% of charter 
school students in New York City 
attend schools that require uniforms, 
60% offered school on Saturdays, 
45% offered a longer school day, 
55% offered a longer school year, 
54% offered a 90- minute E.L.A. 
(English language arts) block, and 
67% offered optional after-school 
programs.  Test scores were used 
from years 2000-01 to 2005-06 from 
the 36 charter schools that enroll 
students in grades 3 through 12.  
However, we will consider only stu-
dents enrolled in grades 3 through 8.  
For them, the number of test-score 
observations included in the analysis 
ranges from approximately 7,800 in 
grade 5 to 3,000 in grade 8.  This 
particular article compares students 
who were enrolled in charter schools 
and students who attempted to regis-
ter in a charter school but were not 
accepted because of the lottery proc-
ess.  According to Hoxby and Mu-
rarka “For every year they spend in a 
charter school, students make up 12 
percent of the distance from failing 
to proficient in math.  They make up 
3.5 percent of the distance from fail-
ing to proficient in reading.”  Parents 
might see these statistics as being 
impressive, and they might be at-
tracted to charter schools because of 
some of their added features (i.e. 
Saturday school, longer school days, 
etc.).  However, the authors report 
“We also find that class size, op-
tional after-school programs, and 
most math and reading curricula 
seem to have no relationship to stu-
dent achievement.”  This article only 
reported on charter schools in New 
York City.  Let us consider charter 
schools throughout the state. 
   Broken Promises: How the Char-
ter School Experiment is Falling 
Short (2006), was a report published 
by the New York State United 
Teachers association which reviewed 
charter schools throughout the state.  
The results were very interesting.  In 
December of 1998, the legislature 
adopted and Governor Pataki signed 
into law the New York Charter 
School Act of 1998, which said the 
purpose of the new schools would be 
to improve student learning and 
achievement; increase learning op-
portunities for all students, with spe-
cial emphasis on expanded learning 
experiences for students who are at-
risk of academic failure; encourage 
the use of different and innovative 
teaching methods; create new profes-

sional opportunities for teachers, 
school administrators, and other 
school personnel; provide parents 
and students with expanded choices 
in the educational opportunities that 
are available within the public 
school system; and provide schools 
with a method of change from rules-
based to performance-based account-
ability systems by holding schools 
established under this article ac-
countable for meeting measurable 
student achievement results.  In the 
previously mentioned article, stu-
dents within New York City were 
compared with each other (one 
group was accepted in a charter 
school, the second group was not).  
It is important to note the difference 
in the two articles.  The first article 
compares two groups of students in 
New York City charter schools.  The 
first group was accepted to the char-
ter school of their choice.  The sec-
ond group applied but was not ac-
cepted.  According to this report, 
“When each charter school’s per-
formance is compared with a compa-
rable public school from their home 
district - when the schools are 
matched in terms of student poverty 
- fully 86.4 percent of the compara-
ble public schools equal or best the 
charter school in a side-by-side com-
parison.”   The authors of this report 
maintained that, “The most powerful 
evidence available - student scores 
on state tests - clearly demonstrate 
that charter schools are falling short 
of the purposes the Legislature in-
tended.”  (NYSUT, 2006).  They 
also maintain the charter schools 
typically enroll students who are 
more advantaged than the student 
population in their districts, and they 
enroll fewer special education stu-
dents or English language learners 
than public schools in their home 
district.  However, even with the 
more advantaged students, only 
six charter schools (13.6 percent) 
had student achievement on state 
tests that outperformed the com-
parable public schools in their 
home school district.  This report 
also noted that “many charter 
schools do not participate in the 
state testing program.  Over 60 
percent of new charter schools 
have avoided the state account-
ability system by not offering the 
fourth or eighth grade in their 
first year of operation.”  By tak-
ing this approach, charter schools  
are able to avoid the accountability 
measures contained in the No Child 
Left Behind law and circumvent the 
accountability promised by the char-
ter schools act.  Charter schools are 
not offering expanded learning op-
portunities to at-risk students.   
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Moreover, “based on state educa-
tion department Annual Report 
on Charter Schools, these schools 
are using educational approaches 
that are readily available to pub-
lic schools, undercutting the state 
goal of innovation and enhanced 
options.”  Charter schools are 
expected to offer professional 
opportunities to teachers, admin-
istrators, and other school person-
nel that are not available to public 
schools.  In fact, there are anec-
dotal reports of significant staff 
turnover at most charter schools.  
This article concluded that 
“charter schools are not being 
held as accountable as the public 
schools…public schools are per-
forming better and are more ac-
countable than charter schools.” 
   In this article, we looked at a 
comparison of charter schools 
and public schools from two dif-
ferent points of view, from two 
different groups of researchers, 
and we highlighted two different 
conclusions.  Are charter schools 
better than public schools? I 
guess the question is best an-
swered in the context of the indi-
vidual family based on the indi-
vidual charter school or local 
public school in your area.  How-
ever, one thing for sure is that 
charter schools are not going to 
go away and neither is this ques-
tion.   Public schools and the 
families are engaged in a fierce 
competition for scarce resources.  
Public funds will be given to 
these charter schools based on 
their enrollment and based on the 
individual student expenditure 
per district.  In Hempstead, the 
approximate expenditure per stu-
dent is $18,589 and in Roosevelt, 
$13,430.  If a charter school en-
rolls a class of twenty students in 
Hempstead, it would cost the 
public school district approxi-
mately $371,780.  In Roosevelt 
for each class of twenty students, 
it would cost the district approxi-
mately $268,600.  What if a char-
ter school enrolls one hundred 
students (5 classes)?  You do the 

math.  One may argue that the 
money that is allotted per child 
belongs to the family to spend in 
the educational arena any way 
that they want (school choice).  
While this may be true and par-
ents should have the right to 
choose, for each class enrolled in 
a charter school a public school 
program might have to be cut.  It 
may also cause cuts in positions 
such as public school administra-
tors, teachers, teaching assistants, 
lunch monitors, security guards, 
and/or custodial workers.  I am 
not anti-charter school nor am I 
always pro-public school.  How-
ever, the budgetary effects are 
noteworthy.  Consider this.  If 
our average class size in the pub-
lic school is now 22 with teacher/
staff cuts/layoffs (downsizing), 
that number could increase to 26-
32 easily.  We are currently 
struggling to meet the needs of an 
average class.  Add to this the 
possibility of two struggling stu-
dents and two gifted/talented stu-
dents.  What will happen to these 
four students, especially when 
both groups might double, if 

there are less classroom teachers 
but more students in a class.  I 
realize that families have needs 
that many public schools are not 
currently flexible enough to meet.  
Many parents have to leave for 
work early, and they might need 
a school with an earlier starting 
time.  Many parents might have 
to work, late and they would ap-
preciate a school that has a vari-
ety of after-school programs that 
end in the early evening hours.  
The idea of school uniforms seem 
to attract many parents to seek 
enrollment for their young schol-
ars in charter schools.  The public 
school system has no law that 
allows it to enforce a school uni-
form policy (in New York State).  
Many charter schools are open on 
Saturdays and even during the 
month of July. Public schools are 
not!  With budget cuts and the 
threat of teacher/staff lay-offs, 
collective bargaining units are 
going to have to give some seri-
ous thought to restructuring their 
policies and procedures (the way 
they do business) to become 
more competitive with their char-

ter school counterparts.  I read 
recently that our new president 
wants to remove the limit off the 
amount of charter schools a dis-
trict/state can have.  He also 
wants to make public school 
teachers eligible for bonus pay 
when performance merits it.  That 
is when student test score data 
indicates improvement and excel-
lence.  Perhaps the public schools 
will have to remain open during 
the month of July, and, they 
might have to stay open a little 
later in the afternoons.  Perhaps 
the public schools across Amer-
ica would consider being open on 
Saturdays as well.  Now that 
would be something!  I am very 
concerned about the group that 
often gets short-changed while 
adults do “business.”  I am terri-
bly concerned about the students. 
  
_____________Dr. Ira Gerald is  
President and Founder of the   
Association for the Education of 
Young Parents, Inc.  
educatedparents@aol.com 



 
   The beauty of the concept 
of a family-run business 
operation is that blood-lines 
will serve as strong bonds 
when a business is in crisis. 
Also making money is a 
pleasant thought.  
   Hopefully the family 
members have a share vi-
sion, respect for each other 
is judgment and have differ-
ent skills to complement the 
business venture.  
   The advantage of a family 
business is that children or 
relatives have job opportu-
nities. A family legacy can 
be developed if the business 
last foe generations.  

   While family-oriented 
business has its pluses, there 
are also potential problems. 
Should the head person al-
ways be a male? Also, is the 
oldest child be the heir ap-
parent by being born in a 
family business or being a 
relative. Does not mean an 
individual automatically 
have or will develop the 
necessary skills, abilities 
and talents for management 
of family business. Often 
children have different in-
terests and goals; rather than 
wanting to work with their 
'father' or 'uncle. 
   Parents feel justifiably 
proud to have their child or 
children work with or for 
them. But your children,  
one’s spouse or relative may 
have other plans or career 
goals. Also can a daughter 
or female member of a com-
pany get to be the 'head per-
son.' Also remember a 
young child may more 
knowledge or skills than his 
or her older sibling and 

should be consider for a 
higher position. 
   A critical dynamic is the 
existence in the family-run 
business is the presence of 
business non-relatives as 
employees. Are all non-
relative automatically deny 
management positions or 
advancement opportunities 
because they are not related 
to the present owner or the 
founder. Also are family 
members 
promoted without paying 
the dues or learning the nec-
essary skills and insights of 
the company's management. 
   Family run businesses 
have their unique- and spe-
cial pluses and minuses. 
The existence of a family 
business structure must be 
study and review by family 
members already working 
in the company and those 
individuals about to become 
an employee of the chosen 
company. There must be 
soul-searching and skills 
assessment. Also board 

meetings, succession plans, 
salary, considerations, job 
titles, tasks, responsibilities 
and office politics must be 
considered. 
   Strong bonding takes 
place in family business. 
One additional dimension of 
living with your business 
partners or employees is the 
at ending family functions 
together such as: family re-
unions, weddings funerals 
and baby showers. 
   When major business 
problems occur, sometimes 
an outsider or non-relative 
business consu1tant must be 
brought in to help. 
 
_____________ 
Mr. Byron W Perry is a 
noted and respected busi-
ness consultant and profes-
sional public speaker. He 
can be reached at taking-
charge8@yahoo.com  

Taking Charge: The Entrepreneurial Life—
Family Business -The Pros and The Cons 

 Byron W. Perry  

 
Running for  

political office? 
 

Have a business 
and looking for 
advertising that 

will not drain 
your pockets? 

 
Put EC Media 
Strategies at 
your rescue! 

 
250 Fulton Ave-
nue, Ste. M114 
Hempstead, NY 

11550 
 

Call  
(516)  

717-9769 
 

Our services in-
clude: 

Press releases—
creation and  
distribution,  
Newsletters/

campaign news-
papers 

Brochures, 
Church/funeral/

special occasion  
programs, web-
sites—creation 

and mainte-
nance 

Plus more  
 

****** 
EC Media 
...creating  

standards for 
21st Century 
media...with  
tomorrow’s 

news TODAY!  

 
Shoppers Village  
re-opens  
 
(Cont’d from cover page) 
 
discounter, National Wholesale Liquida-
tors, which operated from 1995 to 2008 
after the store’s parent company went 
bankrupt. 
   But on Saturday, June 27, Shoppers 
Village re-opened with a grand opening 
which was attended by hundreds of nos-
talgic shoppers. 
   Located at 121 Hempstead Turnpike in 
West Hempstead, Shoppers Village oc-
cupies a 325,000-square-foot building 
with over 200 vendors, many of whom 
are previous shoppers and/or owners of 
outlets when the mini-mall first operated.   
The vendors sell everything from jew-
elry, furniture and clothing to collectibles 
and food and offer services from photog-
raphy, skin care treatment, knife sharpen-
ing, ear piercings/tattooing to construc-
tion materials. 
   Shopper Village is operated by Ron 
Morello and his partners, John Kiley, Joe 
Slattery and his brother Bob Morello. 



 

From Grass To Grace: 
a living testimony 
 
 By Godfrey A. Uche 
 
   The Pastor's story is an 
uplifting tale that describes 
how a young man from a 
remote Nigerian village 
came to be a Methodist min-
ister in the United States. 
Much of this volume tells 
the story of author Godfrey 
Uche's parents, Abraham 
and Nnenna, and how their 
conversion to Christianity 
and their resolute faith 
helped them overcome many 
adversities. Though happily 
married working a farm that 
supplied most of their needs, 
Abraham and Nnenna were 
not blessed with children for 
the first thirteen years of 
their marriage. In accor-
dance with tribal beliefs, 
Abraham was urged by oth-
ers to divorce his barren 
wife, but the couple's stead-
fast devotion to God and 
their commitment to their 
marriage were finally  
rewarded by first the birth of 
a daughter (who did not  

survive past infancy) and 
subsequently with a son. As 
time went on and the author 
grew, God would have more 
tests for the Uche family.    
   While a small child, the 

author was crippled as a  
result of a medical accident, 
only to miraculously re-
cover.  
   Nnenna and Abraham 
again defied accepted socie-
tal norms by celebrating 

rather than lamenting the 
arrival of twin daughters-
multiple births being consid-
ered an abomination. But for 
every test there has been a 
triumph-Rev. Uche was for-

tunate enough to 
attend a Method-
ist school and 
able to pursue his 
first dream of a 
career in broad-
casting-only to 
have a still 
greater aspira-
tion, emigration 
to the United 
States, realized. 
In the first in-
stallment of this 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l 
memoir, Rev. 
Uche writes in a 
voice rich in 
wonder and love 
as he shares the 
message that if 
one trusts in God 
and his wisdom, 
prayers are an-

swered and seemingly  
impossible goals can be at-
tained through diligence, 
courage and faith. 
 
 

Order Form 
 

To order book, please complete the form 
below.  Send check/money order of 

$19.99 to: 
Rev./Dr. Godfrey Uche 

33 7th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY  11217 
Tel: (718) 230-3473 

Email: godfreyu@yahoo.com 
 

Name: _____________________________ 
Address___________________________ 
City_____________ State__________  Zip 

 

Proceeds to benefit select charities  

 

The author, Rev/Dr Godfrey A. Uche, is a con-
tributor to the Hempstead/Uniondale Times.  

He is a Methodist reverend and hosts  
By His Grace on Cable TV. 

Watch and/or hear Rev. Uche on TV 
 

Long island on Sundaays 
Channel 20 (CableVision) 4:30 pm & 9:00 pm 

 
Brookyn on Sundays @ 6:00 pm 

Channel 35 (Time Warner) 
Channel 67 (CableVision) 

Question: I am an undocu-
mented immigrant. Can I 
access federally-funded 
state and local programs 
to tie me up during the 
present economic crisis? --
RG 
 
Answer: The short answer is 
yes, you may access emer-
gency and certain non-
emergency health care pro-
grams – read below.  
   The Personal Responsibil-
ity and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996, 
(PROWRA), also known as 
welfare reform act of 1996 
created new requirements 
affecting access to federally-
funded programs for immi-
grants. Historically, undocu-
mented immigrants were 
always kept out from certain 
federal benefits, but under 
PROWRA states were given 
the option to exclude un-
documented immigrants 
from other public benefits. 
The passage of new immi-
gration laws coupled with 
PROWRA have only served 
to further increase the level 
of fear and uncertainty ex-
perienced by needy, undocu-

mented immigrants, thereby 
preventing them from seek-
ing much needed health and 
nutrition assistance.  
   The information provided 
in this article should be con-
sidered only as a guide and 
not legal advise. The fact 
that its author is an attorney 
licensed to practice law in 
the State of New York 
should be of no moment. 
The writer only hopes that 
the information provided 
herein will aid the undocu-
mented immigrant and their 
families in their search for 
health and nutritional infor-
mation. 
   As mentioned in the an-
swer, undocumented immi-
grants can access emergency 
health care programs. One 
such program is Emergency 
Medicaid, provided by the 
state. Other emergency and 
intervention services avail-
able to undocumented immi-
grants cover such needs as 
food, clothing and shelter. 
Additionally, their children 
are entitled to participate in 
the school’s breakfast pro-
gram, the National School 
Lunch Program and the Af-

ter School Snack Program. 
Lastly, children who are 
U.S. citizens are eligible to 
apply for public benefits, 
notwithstanding the immi-
gration status of their par-
ents or other family mem-
bers.  
   Emergency medical assis-
tance Medical assistance for 
pregnant women Medical 
assistance for children and 
women who are victims of 
domestic violence Free and 
reduced school breakfast 
and lunch programs, After 
School Snack Program, 
Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, and Child and Adult 
Nutrition Program Supple-
mental food programs for 
women, infants and children 
(WIC) K thru 12 education 
Headstart program Services 
provided by non-profit or-
ganizations and clinics. 
   Programs that exclude 
undocumented immigrants 
are: 
Food Stamps Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) 
(Some do qualify under spe-
cial rules) Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) Tempo-
rary Assistance to Needy 

Families (TANF) Title IV 
Federal Student Loans 
Medicare/Medicaid. 
    Emergency Medicaid is 
available to all immigrants 
without consideration of 
status or date of entry. It 
covers the treatment of 
emergencies, which includes 
labor, delivery, and prenatal 
care. Immigrants applying 
for Emergency Medicaid to 
cover the treatment of an 
emergency condition do not 
have to provide a social se-
curity number.  
   In both New York and 
New Jersey, immigrants 
who cannot qualify for 
Medicaid on account of their 
immigration status are eligi-
ble for Charity Care for in-
patient hospital care and out
-patient health care at feder-
ally qualified health centers 
and many other clinics. To 
apply you must provide the 
one of the following from 
each category:  
Income:  4 or more pay 
stubs, one no more than 30 
days old; W-2, employer 
letter. 
Assets:  Recent bank state-
ment or bank book 
Proof of Residency: utility 
or cable bill, lease, letter 
from landlord 

Identification: P a s s p o r t , 
Driver’s License or govern-
ment issued picture ID 
   A government agency sel-
dom reports the immigration 
status of its applicants to the 
government for immigration 
enforcement – deportation. 
However, reporting can be 
triggered by fraud. There-
fore, undocumented immi-
grants must provide accurate 
information as to income 
and employment when ap-
plying for certain benefits. 
Under no circumstances 
must a false social security 
number be provided, if you 
do, it could lead to deporta-
tion.  
 
_____Carlos Piovanetti, Esq., 
is the managing attorney of the 
Immigrant Rights Program at 
OLA of Eastern Long Island, 
Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. If you have an 
immigration question, please 
call him at (631) 726-6526, or 
write to him at OLA, P.O. Box 
94, Water Mill, NY 11976 

Ask the Lawyer 



Events Around Town of Hemp-
stead 
 
   Town of Hempstead’s Summer Concert 
Series, hosted by the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. In the event of inclement 
weather, please contact the cultural arts of-
fice at 292-9000, ext. 480 for the latest in-
formation, as some parks do have indoor 
rain locations. Information for all of the 
summer concerts is also available on the 
town website at www.ToH.LI.  
 
Monday, July 13—Killer Joe & 
The Lido Soul Revue “Rock” the 
“Blues” away at Forest City Park, 
Wantagh.   
 
Tuesday, July 14 – Get down with 
the rockin’ sounds of great blues 
and roots music with The King Co-
bras at Shell Creek Park, Barnum 
Island. 
 
Wednesday, July 15—Stan Zizka’s 
Del Satins play an evening of classic 
rock & roll with hits “Dion” and 
“Sue” at Averill Boulevard Park, 
Elmont.  
  
Thursday, July 16 – Tribal Legacy 
performs those Caribbean rhythms 
and beats that will have you dancin’ 
the night away at Dutch Broadway, 
Elmont.   
 
Friday, July 17 - Spend a night at 
the “Hotel California” with The 
Long Run an Eagles Tribute at East 
Village Green, Levittown.  
 
Saturday, July 18 – Saturday night 
Doo Wop with “Denise” and other 
hits by Randy and the Rainbows 
featuring Randy Safuto at Baldwin 
Park in Baldwin Harbor at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, July 20 – Tribal Legacy 
returns to town with more of those 
cool Caribbean sounds at Terrace 
Gardens Park, Inwood.  
 
Tuesday, July 21 – Plaza Theatrical 
Productions performs the classic 
Broadway musical “Camelot” at 
Merrick Road Park, Merrick. 
 
Wednesday, July 22 – Plaza Theat-
rical Productions presents, “I Left 
My Heart,” a Salute to the Music of 
Tony Bennett at Rath Park, Franklin 
Square.   
 
Thursday, July 23 – Calypso, Reg-
gae and R&B music with the steel 
drum sound of the Jam-X Band at 
Uniondale Avenue Park, Uniondale. 
  
Friday, July 24 – You’ll love the 
view and enjoy the music as Man-
hattan Skyline performs their dy-
namic harmonies and big band 
sounds at Forest Avenue School, 
Mill Brook, Valley Stream.  
 

Monday July 27 – Knappertime has 
you movin’ and goovin’ to great 
rhythm and blues at Roosevelt Pool, 
Roosevelt.  
 
Tuesday, July 28 – The talented 
Warren Schein presents “Mr. Satur-
day Night…Remembering the Cats-
kills” at Oceanside Park, Oceanside.  
 
Wednesday, July 29 – A night of 
Country music with kick starring 
Six Gun at Echo Park, West Hemp-
stead.  
 
Thursday, July 30 – Celebrate the 
“Emerald Isle” with a Night of Irish 
Music as performed by the legen-
dary Paddy Noonan Band at Hewlett 
Point Park, Bay Park.  
 
Friday, July 31 – Enjoy the soulful 
sounds of Jerome “City” Smith and 
the City Sound Music Orchestra at 
Hendrickson Avenue Park, Elmont.  
 

Community Calendar 

     
   Bethpage Credit Union will 
participate as sponsor of the 40th 
anniversary of Apollo  Space 
Program at Cradle of Aviation 
Museum beginning July 18 
through July 25. 
   “We are thrilled to be a part of 
this commemoration of Long Is-
land’s important aviation history,” 
said Bethpage President & CEO 
Kirk Kordeleski.  “Bethpage was 
founded by Grumman employees 
68 years ago and we encourage all 
current and former employees, their 
families and friends, along with the 
public to join us at the Cradle and 
s h a r e  i n  t h e  p r i d e . ” 
  The month long 40th Anniversary 
celebration at the Cradle of Avia-
tion includes special exhibitions, 
programs, and events.  Activities 
kick off on July 18th and 19th from 
9:30 am – 5:00 pm, with the North-
rop Grumman Family Weekend, in 
part sponsored by the Bethpage 
Federal Credit Union.   
   Northrop Grumman employees 
and their families will receive free 
admission to the Cradle’s museum 
galleries where they will be able to 
explore one of the largest collec-
tions of air and spacecraft in the 
country, including the Lunar Mod-
ule – a ‘crown jewel’ of the mu-
seum and one of the nation’s great-
est  technologica l  achieve-
ments.  Families will also be able to 
receive discounts for all IMAX 

films.  Then from 1-4pm on July 
18th, families can meet famed illus-
trator Wendell Minor as he signs 
copies of his new collaboration with 
astronaut Buzz Aldrin on the chil-
dren’s book, “Look to the 
Stars.”  On July 19th, from 1-4pm, 
Craig Nelson, author of the new 
book, “Rocket Men” will also sign 
books and speak with children and 
parents.  Admission to the book 
signings is free to the public, reser-
vations are not required and books 
can be purchased on site.    
  For reservations, call the Cradle of 
Aviat ion at  516-572-4066. 
    

Town of Hempstead will hold pub-
lic hearing on the Lighthouse Pro-
ject on August 4th.  Those who 
wish to have their views/
comments considered by the Town 
Board and included in the official 
record can do so as follows: 
By mail: 
Town of Hempstead/Lighthouse 
Project Public Comment 
One Washington Street/
Hempstead NY 11550 
 
By e-mail: 
Lighthousecomment@tohmail.org 
 
In person: August 4th public hear-
ing.   
All e-mails and other written cor-
respondence must be received by 
August 17, 2009 to be included as 
part of the official record.  

July Schedule of Event  
 
July 9 Rock Royalty: The Zombies 
starring Colin Blunstone & Rod  
Argent, The Yardbirds, & The 
Spencer Davis Group 
 
July 10 & 11—Lewis Black 
July 17 & 18—Tom Jones 
July 19—Live 
July 24—Billy Squier 
July 25—Get the Led Out 
July 26—Summer Splash feat. Bobby 
Valentino, J. Holiday & Pleasure P. 
July 29—The Beach Boys 
July 30—Ratt & Extreme 
July 31—Yes & Asia 

This, ONLY in America! 
 
 FLORIDA COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY 
 
   In Florida, an atheist created a case against the Upcoming Easter and 
Passover days.  He hired an attorney to bring a discrimination case against 
Christians, Jews and observances of their holy days. The argument was that 
it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized days. The case was 
brought before a judge.  After listening to the passionate presentation by the 
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring, 
"Case dismissed!"   
   The lawyer immediately stood objecting to the Ruling, "Your honor, how 
can you possibly dismiss this case?  The Christians have Christmas, Easter 
and others.  The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and  Hanukkah, yet my 
client and all other atheists have no such holidays." 
   The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But you do.  Your client, 
counsel, is woefully ignorant."  
   The lawyer said, "Your Honor, we are unaware of any special observance 
or holiday for atheists." 
   The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is April Fools Day.  Psalm 
14:1 states, 'The fool says in his heart, there is no God.' Thus, it is the opin-
ion of this court, that if your client says there is no God, then he is a fool.  
Therefore, April 1st is his day.  Court is adjourned. 
   You gotta love a Judge that knows his scripture!   

Bethpage Credit Union to Participate as Sponsor 
in 40th Anniversary of Apollo  Space Program at 
Cradle of Aviation Museum 
Original Lunar Module on display and reunion of original Grumman 
workers with Apollo Space Program 




